340               THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA   GANDHI

had  the  pleasure  of waiting   on the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri, though I had intended to do so.

Then Mr. Gandhi referred to his interview with Mr. Jinnah last night
and said that the latter assured him that there would be no difficulty in com-
ing to an agreement on this question. The resolution had not been sprung
upon the meeting. He would propose the appointment of a committee con-
sisting of members representing several parties. He further proposed that the
committee should forthwith proceed to consider the resolution and arrive at
an agreement before 10 o'clock tonight, and that the resolution be presented to
the Conference tomorrow.

New India, 22-11-1924

297.   SPEECH REPLYING  TO DEBATE   AT  ALL-PARTY
CONFERENCE, BOMBAY

November 21, 1924

Mr. Gandhi, in replying to the debate, pointed out that the issue raised
by Mr. Ramaswami Mudaliar's amendment1 was a large question, and the
speaker wanted to dispose of the smaller question before taking up the bigger
one of the unity of all parties. He characterized the amendment as putting
the cart before the horse. If they failed to come to an agreement on this
matter, what hope was there, asked Mr. Gandhi, that they would come to an
agreement on a larger matter ? He assured his hearers that the committee would,
if it thought fit, support the Bengal Ordinance, or condemn it, as the case might
be. He reminded the audience of its duty to Bengal and even to the Govern-
ment, who had asked them to help them.

New India, 22-11-1924

by   an   overwhel-
mtng majority.